Local Food and Farm Program: Final Report to the Iowa Legislature by Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture
Leopold Center Pubs and Papers Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture
6-2014
Local Food and Farm Program: Final Report to the
Iowa Legislature
Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/leopold_pubspapers
Part of the Agribusiness Commons, and the Agriculture Commons
This Report is brought to you for free and open access by the Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Leopold Center Pubs and Papers by an authorized administrator of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For
more information, please contact digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, "Local Food and Farm Program: Final Report to the Iowa Legislature" (2014). Leopold
Center Pubs and Papers. 26.
http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/leopold_pubspapers/26
Local Food and Farm Program: Final Report to the Iowa Legislature
Abstract
This is the final report to the Iowa legislature that describes the Local Food and Farm Initiative (LFFI)
program during its third year and progress in business development and financial assistance, beginning and
minority farmers, and incentives for local food productions. The report outlines other work by the Leopold
Center and Extension's Iowa Food System Working Group that contribute to LFFI.
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In 2012, nearly 3,000 Iowa farms sold products worth $17.5 million directly to consumers up from 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































complemented  by  two  additional  projects  that  investigate  the  growth  trajectory of  established  hubs 








































































































The LFFI staff met with the Advisory Council quarterly this past fiscal year. Detailed discussions were 
conducted on past actions and strategies as well as future strategies. The Council is taking an active 
and prominent role in advising the staff specifically on how to move forward with the Program and the 
further development of the Iowa local food system in general. 
1 USDA. 2012 Census of Agriculture U.S. Summary and State Data (No. AC-12-A-51): www.agcensus.usda.gov. 
2 “1998 Survey of Buying Power.” 1998. Sales and Marketing Management. 
3 Swenson, D. 2011. “Exploring Small‐Scale Meat Processing Expansions in Iowa.” Leopold Center for Sustainable 
Agriculture: www.leopold.iastate.edu/small‐scale‐meat‐processing  
4 Swenson, D. 2011. “Measuring the Economic Impact of Fruit and Vegetable Production in Iowa Considering 
Metropolitan Demand.” Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture. Found at www.leopold.iastate.edu/measuring‐
impact‐metro‐demand  
5 Swenson, D. 2010. “Selected Measures of the Economic Values of Increased Fruit and Vegetable Production and 
Consumption in the Upper Midwest.” Department of Economics, Iowa State University.  Found at 
www.leopold.iastate.edu/selected‐measures  
6 Swenson, D. 2013. “Factors Constraining Iowa Labor Force Growth Through 2020.” Department of Economics, 
Iowa State University. Found at http://www.econ.iastate.edu/sites/default/files/publications/papers/p16040‐
2013‐03‐13.pdf  
Local Food and Farm Program Final Report – June 2014  20 
                                                                                                                                                                                               
7 Pirog, R. 2011. “Learning about Local: A Resource Guide to Iowa Organizations and Programs Supporting Local 
and Regional Food Systems. Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture. Found at 
www.leopold.iastate.edu/learning‐about‐local     
8 Local Food and Farm Program Preliminary Report to the Iowa Legislature. 2012. Leopold Center for Sustainable 
Agriculture. Found at www.leopold.iastate.edu/2012‐LFFI  
9 “Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack Highlights Economic Opportunity and Job Creation of Regional Food Hubs.” 
2013. United States Department of Agriculture. Found at 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2013/05/0107.xml  
10 Personal communication, Teresa Wiemerslage, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, August 28, 2013 
11 “Iowa Farm to School Chapter Initiative.” 2013. Iowa Department of Land and Stewardship. Found at 
http://www.agriculture.state.ia.us/agdiversification/farmtoschoolprogram.asp  
12 National Farm to School Network. 2013. Found at http://www.farmtoschool.org/  
13 Northeast Iowa Food and Fitness Initiative. 2013. Found at http://www.iowafoodandfitness.org/site/school.html  
Accessed 26 Aug. 2013. 
14 Emery, M. E.  and C. Bregendahl. 2014. Relationship building: the art, craft, and context for mobilizing the social 
capital necessary for systems change, Community Development. 
